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Bridge Tips Tannah Hirsch

12/23/2009 North-South vulnerable. South deals.

NORTH
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4108652

&J54
WEST EAST
«QJ108 4653
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¢K74 +QJ9
& 79632 & 7?87

SOUTH

aK92

vAQ1l0654

¢+A3

&AQ
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
1 Heart Pass INT Pass
4 Heart All Pass

Opening lead: Queen of &

For many, thelure of thefinesseis so strong that they are
blinded to all other possibilities. The 10th trick on this
deal should be easy to spot, yet many playersare apt to
missit.

South is somewher e between three hearts and four hearts
asarebid. At thisvulnerability, however, it paysto be
aggressive, so South selected the game bid. It isunlikely
that North would have accepted had South simply invited
with three hearts.

West led the queen of spades, and declarer could count
ninetricks. The 10th could come from a successful finesse
in either heartsor clubs. South correctly decided that
clubs offered the better chance sinceto bringin the heart
suit without loss declarer would also need a 3-2 break. So,
after winning thefirst trick with the ace of spades,
declarer led a club to the queen, losing to the king.
Declarer eventually lost atrump trick and atrick each in
spades and diamonds — down one.

Thefulfilling trick was availablein clubs, but not via a
finesse. Declarer should win the opening spadelead in
hand and play the ace and queen of clubs. Either defender
could win with the king, but declarer winsany return, gets
to dummy with the ace of spades and discardsaloser on
thejack of clubsto claim 10 tricks. Indeed, this approach
would give declarer the luxury of trying the heart finesse
for a possible overtrick
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