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26" March 2010 Both vulnerable. South deals.
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1 Heart Pass 1 Spade Pass
3 Heart Pass 4 Diamond | Pass
4 NT Pass 5 Heart Pass
6 Heart All Pass

Opening lead: Queen of #

Here's another deal from Eddie Kantar's prize-winning series

"Thinking Bridge."

"South has an eight-winner hand so the jump to three hearts
is justified. Four diamonds was a slam-try cuebid agreeing on
hearts and North-South were playing "five-ace Blackwood." In
this version, the king of the agreed suit, hearts, counts as an
ace. Using this method, the partnership needs at least four of
the five 'aces' to bid a slam.

"Put yourself in declarer's shoes. You see a fast spade loser
(a loser either opponent can take when on lead) and a slow
club loser (a loser that eventually will be lost if you don't do
something about it). The idea is to work on getting rid of slow
losers. Probably the No. 1 technique is to throw them on an
established winner(s) in dummy.

"You have to set up dummy's fifth spade to get rid of your
losing club. After winning the ace of clubs, concede a spade
immediately while all dummy's entries are in place, and win
the likely club return.

"Cross to dummy with a heart and ruff a spade high, merrily
counting spades. The opponents started with seven; after you
concede one, they have five. After you ruff one, they have
three. Notice the numbers getting smaller. Return to dummy
with a heart and ruff a spade. Now they have one.

"Draw the last trump, enter dummy with a diamond and ruff a
third spade. They are out of spades and dummy's last spade
is high and can be used to discard your club loser. Three tips:
(1) Start the long suit early, (2) count their remaining cards in
the long suit and (3) use trump entries before side-suit entries
before establishing a long suit in dummy."
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