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13" August 2010 North-South vulnerable. East deals.
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Opening lead: Two of ¢

At favorable vulnerability, West was more than a little chicken to
sell out to four spades — five hearts could not go more than two
down. Still, there was always the possibility that South would not
be able to handle the contract.

West led the deuce of diamonds, an obvious singleton. Declarer
was facing two losers in each minor suit. A strip-endplay was the
only way to avoid that.

Declarer won the opening lead with the table's ace, ruffed a heart
and used dummy's two high spades as entries for two heart ruffs.
So far, declarer could count West for six hearts (with a seventh
heart wouldn't West likely have competed with five hearts?) and
one card in each minor, hence five clubs. That meant that East had
started with a singleton club, and declarer saw a way to get home.

He cashed the ace of clubs and exited with the ten of diamonds,
and East was trapped. He could win two diamond tricks but no
matter what red card he played next, declarer would ruff while
discarding one of dummy's club losers. South lost only two
diamond tricks and one club
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