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EUROPE 89 USA 109
 

Buffett 2010 reached a climax at the 
end of Match 8 of the Individual 
when Team USA accumulated an 
unreachable total. 

Match Europe USA 
5 4 2 
6 2 4 
7 2 4 
8 2 4 
9 2 4 
10 6 0 
11 2 4 
Total/day 20 22 
Total/Indiv 29 37 
Teams 40 32 
Pairs 20 40 
FINAL 89 109 

 
 

 

Congratulations to our visitors 
on a fine victory. 
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Individual Results 
Match 5 

Europe 
NS 

score 

 

USA 
NS 

score 
Table 1 Helness/Jason H Table 4 Sontag/Hampson 
 Bobby L/Jill L 0  Duboin/Justin H 2 

Table 2 Helgemo/von Arnim Table 5 Berkowitz/Hamman 
 Meckstroth/Gitelman 2  Fantoni/Auken 0 

Table 3 Brogeland/Sementa Table 6 Zia/Meyers 
 Rodwell/Weinstein 2  Nunes/Saelensminde 0 

TOTAL  4 
  2 

 

Match 6 
Europe 

NS 
score 

 

USA 
NS 

score 
Table 1 Helness/Helgemo Table 4 Sontag/berkowitz 
 Gitelman/Hamman 0  Auken/von Arnim 2 

Table 2 Sementa/Fantoni Table 5 Meyers/Meckstroth 
 Weinstein/Jill L 0  Saelensminde/Justin H 2 

Table 3 Nunes/Brogeland Table 6 Rodwell/Zia 
 Bobby L/Hampson 2  Duboin/Jason H 0 

TOTAL  2 
  4 

 

Match 7 
Europe 

NS 
score 

 

USA 
NS 

score 
Table 1 Helness/Sementa Table 4 Sontag/Meyers 
 Jill L/Meckstroth 0  Justin H/Fantoni 2 

Table 2 Brogeland/Saelensminde Table 5 Zia/Weinstein 
 Hampson/Hamman 0  Jason H/von Arnim 2 

Table 3 Duboin/Nunes Table 6 Bobby L/Rodwell 
 Gitelman/Berkowitz 2  Auken/Helgemo 0 

TOTAL  2 
  4 

 

Match 8 
Europe 

NS 
score 

 

USA 
NS 

score 
Table 1 Helness/Brogeland Table 4 Sontag/Zia 
 Hamman/Weinstein 2  von Arnim/Saelensminde 0 

Table 2 Nunes/Jason H Table 5 Rodwell/Hampson 
 Berkowitz/Meckstroth 0  Helgemo/Fantoni 2 

Table 3 Auken/Duboin Table 6 Gitelman/Bobby L 
 Jill L/Meyers 0  Justin H/Sementa 2 

TOTAL  2 
  4 



 

 

 

Match 9 
Europe 

NS 
score 

 

USA 
NS 

score 
Table 1 Helness/Nunes Table 4 Sontag/Rodwell 
 Meckstroth/Hampson 2  Fantoni/Jason H 0 

Table 2 Duboin/Helgemo Table 5 Bobby L/Berkowitz 
 Meyers/Weinstein 0  Sementa/Saelensminde 2 

Table 3 Justin H/Auken Table 6 Jill L/Gitelman 
 Hamman/Zia 0  von Arnim/Brogeland 2 

TOTAL  2 
  4 

 

Match 10 
Europe 

NS 
score 

 

USA 
NS 

score 
Table 1 Helness/Duboin Table 4 Sontag/Bobby L 
 Weinstein/Berkowitz 2  Saelensminde/Helgemo 0 

Table 2 Auken/Sementa Table 5 Gitelman/Meyers 
 Zia/Hampson 2  Brogeland/Jason H 0 

Table 3 von Arnim/Justin H Table 6 Hamman/Jill L 
 Meckstroth/Rodwell 2  Fantoni/Nunes 0 

TOTAL  6 
  0 

 

Match 11 
Europe 

NS 
score 

 

USA 
NS 

score 
Table 1 Helness/Auken Table 4 Sontag/Gitelman 
 Hampson/Meyers 0  Jason H/Sementa 2 

Table 2 Justin H/Brogeland Table 5 Jill L/Zia 
 Rodwell/Berkowitz 2  Nunes/Helgemo 0 

Table 3 Fantoni/von Arnim Table 6 Meckstroth/Hamman 
 Weinstein/BobbyL 0  Saelensminde/Duboin 2 

TOTAL  2 
  4 

 

Individual Matches 5-11 
TOTAL  20 

  22 

 

Invididual overall 
TOTAL  29 

  37 

 

 



 

 

Player scores 
 

Player Pairs Teams Indivi
dual 

Total 

Europe     
Sabine Auken 1 5.5 2 8
Daniela von Arnim 1 5.5 2.25 8.75
Geir Helgemo 2 3 3 8
Tor Helness 2 3 2.75 7.75
Boye Brogeland 2 1.5 3.5 7
Erik Saelensminde 2 1.5 2 5.5
Jason Hackett 1 3 1.75 5.75
Justin Hackett 1 3 1.75 5.75
Giorgio Duboin 3 1.5 2 6.5

Antonio Sementa 3 1.5 2 6.5
Fulvio Fantoni 1 5.5 2 8.5
Claudio Nunes 1 5.5 4 10.5
     
Player Pairs Teams Indivi

dual 
Total 

USA     
Jill Levin 3 1.5 3.75 8.25
Jill Meyers 3 1.5 3.5 8
Bob Hamman 4 4.5 3.25 11.75

Zia Mahmood 4 4.5 2 10.5
Jeff Meckstroth 3 4.5 3.5 11
Eric Rodwell 3 4.5 1.5 9
Fred Gitelman 2 1.5 3.5 7
Geoff Hampson 2 1.5 3.75 7.25
Alan Sontag 4 2 2.75 8.75
David Berkowitz 4 2 2.5 8.5
Bobby Levin 4 2 3.5 9.5
Steve Weinstein 4 2 3.5 9.5



 

 

Individual Match 5 
As Thursday dawned, much of the media attention 
in the UK focused on the pope’s arrival in the UK. 
Since he had chosen the name Bernard, one of the 
patron saints of Europe, perhaps this was an omen 
for a revival of Europe’s fortunes. Indeed Europe 
began with a 4-2 win on what was by all accounts a 
dull set of boards. 

Three East-West pairs returned a Barnfield card 
(one with only plus scores), in each case winning 
their section of the match. The pairs in question 
were the husband and wife pair of Jill and Bobby 
Levin for the USA, Fantoni-Auken and Nunes-
Saelensminde for Europe.  

Both sides are playing a standard system and, 
unusually, the rules allow player to consult their 
own convention card during the play.  However, 
sometimes the vital piece of information can be 
hard to find. 

This was Board 5 and the auction at Table 3: 

 
Board 5 
Vul:  North 
Dlr:  N-S 

♠ 5 
♥ 6 5 
♦ A K Q J 7 4 
♣ 7 6 4 2 

 

♠ Q J 10 8 4  
♥ 7 4 3 
♦ 5 2 
♣ A Q J 

 ♠ A K 9 7 2 
♥ K J 
♦ 10 9 3 
♣ 9 8 3 

 ♠ 6 3 
♥ A Q 10 9 8 2 
♦ 8 6 
♣ K 10 5 

 

 
West North East South 

Weinstein Brogeland Rodwell Sementa 
- 1♦ 1♠ Dbl 

2NT Pass 3NT Dbl 
4♠ Pass Pass Dbl 

All pass    

Rodwell was unsure of the meaning – it might be 
natural or a 4-card spade raise. Covering both 
bases, he raised to 3NT. 

While one can debate the wisdom of Sementa’s 
first double, which did not exactly convey his six-
card heart suit, his second and third doubles were 
right on the money.  In any case, there are is a 
certain beauty about his trio of doubles. 

Two rounds of diamonds followed by two rounds 
of diamonds led to a swift one down. 100 won the 
board when Nunes-Saelensminde had bought the 
contract in 3♠. 

In the Table 1-4 encounter, the USA made a 
contract at both tables. The Levins made 3♠ while 
Sontag-Hampson made a couple of overtricks in 
3♦. 

In the Table 2-5 encounter, Helgemo-Auken went 
to 5♦ going one down undoubled. Fantoni-Auken 
made 4♠. 

 

Individual Match 6 

In Match 5 of the Individual, the USA inched 
closer to the winning line with a 4-2 win. The 
board everyone was talking about was number 12 

Board 12 
Vul:  NS 
Dlr:  West 

♠ A K Q 10 9 7 6 4 3 
♥ - 
♦ 9 7 
♣ 10 8 

♠ J 2 
♥ K J 9 8 4 
♦ Q J 10 6 5 2
♣ - 

 ♠ 8 5 
♥ A Q 6 
♦ K 3 
♣ K J 9 7 3 2 

 ♠ - 
♥ 10 7 5 3 2 
♦ A 8 4 
♣ A Q 6 5 4 

 

The table 3-6 encounter produced a push at 680 to 
North-South. Neither East found the double-
dummy lead of a club honour that would have 
stopped the twelfth trick. 

Europe won the table 2-5 encounter with good 
results in both rooms. Sementa made all 13 tricks 
for 710 while Saelensminde-Justin Hackett found 
the cheap sacrifice in 5♥, going down one. 

The most amusing auction occurred at table 1:



 

 

West North East South 
Hamman Helness Gitelman Helgemo 

- 1♠ 2♣ Dbl 
2♦ 2♠ All pass  

Trying to deter his non-vulnerable opponents from 
sacrificing, Helgemo bid his hand slowly, a 
technique known in some circles as walking the 
dog. He succeeded in his objective of buying the 
contract! Would 230 be enough to win the board? 

Here is what happened at table 4: 

West North East South 
Von Arnim Sontag Auken Berkowitz 

- 1♠ 2♣ Pass 
2♥ 4♠ 5♥ Dbl 

All pass    

Here it was South who did the lurking, presumably 
planning to play for a penalty if his partner could 
reopen with a double. When the bidding came 
back, Berkowitz must have envisaged a sizeable 
penalty, holding two aces and five trumps.  

Sontag cashed two spades and switched to a 
diamond. Berkowitz took his ace and switched to a 
trump. Von Arnim correctly took this with the 
queen, avoiding a trump blockage. With the finesse 
against the heart ten marked and the diamonds set 
up, she was soon claiming the rest. -100 won the 
board for Europe. 

Have you spotted the best contracts for each side 
(on a double-dummy basis)? South is cold for the 
small slam in spades while 4NT is cold by East.  

Individual Match 7 
Match 7 of the Individual produced a surfeit 
interesting hands.  Let us start with a bidding 
problem: 

First in hand with only the other side vulnerable, 
what do you open with this East hand? 

♠ 7 2 
♥ A K Q 10 8 7 2 
♦ 94 
♣ 92 

We will return to this later.  This was Board 15: 

Board 15 
Vul:  NS 
Dlr:  South 

♠ K J 5 3 2 
♥ J 10 9 
♦ 8 5 4 
♣ J 7 

 

♠ 9 
♥ 8 4 2 
♦ A Q 7 
♣ A K 10 9 3 2

 ♠ A Q 7 4 
♥ A Q 3 
♦ K 10 6 
♣ Q 6 4 

 ♠ 10 8 6 
♥ K 7 6 5 
♦ J 9 3 2 
♣ 8 5 

 

6NT requires one of two finesses and is where you 
want to be. With one right and one wrong, you 
might expect everyone to make 12 tricks. Was this 
so? 

When a Hackett was in the East seat, Europe 
missed the slam, though to be fair it was West’s 
fault at one table. The other four East-West pairs 
bid efficiently to 6NT. Berkowitz-Gitelman made 
12 tricks, Helgemo-Auken made 13 tricks (hearts 
was the unbid suit and South led a heart into the 
ace-queen) as did Jill Levin-Meckstroth.  

Hampson-Hamman were the only pair to go down 
in 6NT. After a diamond lead, declarer cashed nine 
winners in the red suits, leaving himself with A-Q 



 

 

in each major in hand. He then guessed wrong, 
taking the heart finesse. Saelensminde won and 
returned a heart, giving Brogeland the setting trick 
in spades. 

We return to Board 18 and East’s choice of 
opening: 

Board 18 
Vul:  NS 
Dlr:  East 

♠ K Q 10 4 
♥ 9 3 
♦ A Q 8 
♣ Q 8 6 5 

 

♠ J 9 8 6 3 
♥ - 
♦ K J 10 6 3 
♣ J 10 3 

 ♠ 7 2 
♥ A K Q 10 8 7 2 
♦ 9 4 
♣ 9 2 

 ♠ A 5 
♥ J 6 5 4 
♦ 7 5 2 
♣ A K 7 4 

 

Gitelman and Auken opened 4♥, going quietly four 
down undoubled.  Hampson did even better, 
opening 1♥ and rebidding 2♥ over Hamman’s 1♠ 
response, going down only 100.  

Justin Hackett, in view of the poor shape outside 
the hearts and potential playability in 3NT, opened 
3♥.  Unfortunately this was just low enough for 
Sontag to reopen with a double. Jill Meyers bid 
3NT, making an overtrick via a successful finesse 
in each pointed suit, for a massive 630. The auction 
started the same when Jill Levin was East. Sementa 
judged to leave in the double, collecting 500 – not 
quite enough at this vulnerability. The ‘different’ 
auction was at Table 5: 

West North East South 
Von Arnim Zia Jason H Weinstein 

- - 3NT Pass 
5♣ Pass 5♥ All pass 

The system card described a 3NT opening as 
gambling, which usually means a solid minor. Von 
Arnim naturally assumed this was clubs.  Weinstein 
must have been tempted to double but 250 was 
enough to win the board against 100 at the other 
table. 

Flawless 
by John Carruthers, Toronto 

Board-a-Match offers many chances for unusual 
and risky actions, both in the bidding and card play. 
On Day 3, the following board occurred in the 
Individual: 

Board 6 
Vul:  EW 
Dlr:  East 

♠ A Q 7 6 4 3 
♥ 10 6 2 
♦ J 9 
♣ A J 

 

♠ 8 5 
♥ Q J 3 
♦ 8 6 
♣ Q 9 8 7 4 3 

 ♠ 9 
♥ 9 7 5 4 
♦ K 10 7 3 2 
♣ K 10 6 

 ♠ K J 10 2 
♥ A K 8 
♦ A Q 5 4 
♣ 5 2 

 

 
West North East South 
Zia Helness Berkowitz Justin H 
- - Pass 1NT 

Pass 3NT All pass  

Although not much point-a-board is played these 
days, even less in Europe than in North America, 
note Tor Helness’ appreciation of the form of 
scoring in bidding 3NT as opposed to 4. Zia also 
found a very aggressive board-a-match lead, the  
queen. At IMPs, nearly all would lead a club – to 
beat the contract, clubs is the suit to do it, unlikely 
as that may be. To get all the tricks you’re entitled 
to, however many that may be, the heart queen is 
superior. 

Justin Hackett won the heart lead and made a good 
start by leading a diamond to the jack and David 
Berkowitz’s king. East returned a heart and Hackett 
started on the spades, but cashed the club ace after 
the spades. When he did so, all chances of 12 tricks 
went down the drain on the lie of the cards. He was 
playing for East to be squeezed in the minors, for 
which he’d need to hold both the king and queen of 
clubs. 

Since neither Zia nor Berkowitz had led a club 
honour when given the opportunity, it was more 
likely the honours were split, thus running the 
spades without cashing the club ace would have led 
to success (as it would if East had held both club 
honours anyway). Before the final spade is cashed: 



 

 

 

  ♠ 7 
♥ 10 
♦ 9 
♣ A J 

 

♠ none 
♥ J 
♦ 8 
♣ Q 9 8 

 ♠ none 
♥ none 
♦ 10 7 3 
♣ K 10 

 ♠ none 
♥ 8 
♦ A Q 5 
♣ 5 

 

When the 7 is cashed, East must discard a club to 
protect the diamonds, South discards his heart; 
West lets go a club. Declarer now crosses on a 
diamond and cashes the last diamond, squeezing 
West in  and : a non-simultaneous double 
squeeze. 

At Table 5, things went differently… 

West North East South 
Sementa Hamman Duboin Rodwell 

- - Pass 1NT 
Pass 2 Pass 3 
Pass 4 All pass  

Hamman eschewed the 3NT call found by Helness, 
breaking his own Robert’s Rule #2: “If three no 
trump is a possible bid, make that call.” Rodwell’s 
3 bid promised four spades, so that was the 
preferred strain. Antonio Sementa also led the  
queen and Rodwell had a problem, to wit, he had 
11 tricks whether the diamond finesse won or lost. 

Rodwell drew trumps and led a diamond to the 
jack. In an effort to cut communications for the 
impending squeeze, Duboin returned the diamond 
ten (Sementa had played the eight to the previous 
trick). The dynamics were now altered. Rodwell 
ran the spades without cashing any high honours in 
the side suits. This ending was reached: 

 ♠ 7 
♥ 10 6 
♦ none 
♣ A J 

 

♠ none 
♥ J 3 
♦ none 
♣ Q 8 4 

 ♠ none 
♥ 9 
♦ 7 3 
♣ K 10 

 ♠ none 
♥ K 
♦ Q 5 
♣ 5 2 

 

On the final spade, Duboin (East) must discard a 
heart to keep the diamonds and clubs. Rodwell 
discarded the club two and Sementa discarded a 
club. Now declarer played a heart to the king upon 
which East had to throw a club, baring the king. 
The queen of diamonds now squeezed West 
between hearts and clubs. It was just a differently-
timed non-simultaneous double squeeze. 

And finally, at Table 6… 

West North East South 
Auken Weinstein Jason H Meckstroth

- - Pass 1NT 
Pass 3NT All pass  

Stevie Weinstein decided to play a little poker (he’s 
pretty good at that too!) with three no trump. Jeff 
Meckstroth won the heart queen lead and 
immediately played six rounds of spades, then led 
the diamond jack, ducking Jason Hackett’s king. In 
this ending, Jason returned a diamond: 

 ♠ none 
♥ 10 6 
♦ 9 
♣ A J 

 

♠ none 
♥ J 3 
♦ none 
♣ Q 8 7 

 ♠ none 
♥ none 
♦ 10 7 3 
♣ K 10 

 ♠ none 
♥ K 
♦ A Q 5 
♣ 5 

 

On the diamond return, South won the ace and 
cashed the heart king, forcing a club discard from 
East. Then the diamond queen forced a club discard 
from West. It was yet another variant of the non-
simultaneous double squeeze, although very similar 
to his partner Eric Rodwell’s. 

With only two clubs in the North and South hands, 
only a club lead prevents 12 tricks for declarer. 

The other three declarers made 10, 11 and 12 tricks 
respectively, either through non-optimal declarer 
play or defence. Only Meckstroth and Rodwell 
were flawless as declarer. 



 

 

Individual Match 8 

Entering Match 8 of the individual trailing 77-97, 
Europe needed little short of a miracle to win the 
match. The best they could realistically hope for 
was to win the round well and keep the match alive 
until the next round. It was not to be. The USA 
won 4-2, attaining an unassailable 101-79 lead and 
the 2010 Warren Buffett Cup.  

Since the USA had started the individual with the 
lead, their win was no great surprise. Several 
commentators suggested that they would have an 
advantage in the individual. This is because more 
of the European pairs normally play strong club 
systems or non-standard natural methods and 
because a few players on the European team rarely 
play with anyone other than their regular partner. 
There is also the Zia factor. As a regular rubber 
bridge player, he is adept at being adaptable.  Back 
to the action… 

The liveliest deal on the set was Board 1. 

Board 1 
Vul:  None 
Dlr:  North 

♠ 7 6 4 
♥ 9 7 
♦ Q 5 4 
♣ 10 8 6 3 2 

 

♠ K J 
♥ A J 5 4 3 2 
♦ J 9 3 
♣ J 7 

 ♠ A 10 9 5 
♥ K Q 10 8 6 
♦ K 10 6 2 
♣ - 

 ♠ Q 8 3 2 
♥ - 
♦ A 8 7 
♣ A K Q 9 5 4 

 

After East opens 1♥, South has a choice of actions. 
If, given the strength of the club suit, you like the 
idea of an overcall with the option of doubling for 
takeout later, you are in good company. Geoff 
Hampson, Jason Hackett and Giorgio Duboin all 
bid 2♣.  If, fearing a heart raise by West, you prefer 
to bring all the suits into play at once, you are in 
equally good company. Bobby Levin, Boye 
Brogeland and Zia Mahmood all doubled.  

At four of the six tables, East-West bid to 5♥ after 
North-South had sacrificed in 5♣. The law of total 
tricks – here both sides have an eleven-card fit – 
suggests that bidding five-over-five is correct. In 
fact, 5♣ doubled can go down 500 if West leads a 
diamond or the king of spades. With the diamond 
finesse right, everyone in 5♥ made an overtrick. 

At Table 5, the bidding followed a similar course 
until the American North (who will remain 

anonymous) doubled 5♥. Since it seems hard to 
believe that unpenalty doubles (where a double 
suggests that partner bids on unless he is 
particularly suitable defensively) are part of the 
standard system, I am afraid I cannot explain this. 
The upshot was a penalty of 500 in 6♣ doubled (on 
a heart lead) and a win there for Europe. 

At Table 6, the European West (who shall also 
remain anonymous) did something unusual, 
bidding 3NT immediately after South’s double. If 
he intended this as some sort of heart raise, his 
partner was not on the same wavelength. North led 
fourth highest of his longest and strongest, the three 
of clubs, to defeat 3NT by three tricks to win there 
for the USA. 

Although the match was effectively over after this 
round, pride was still at stake, in the battle for 
individual honours. If time or space does not allow 
publication of the player-by-player performances in 
this bulletin, you will be able to find them at 
www.buffettcup.com 



 

 

 

Individual Match 9, Board 12 

Zia:  1; Justin:  Double; Hamman: 2.  Zia
alerts and says “I think that’s probably a
transfer”, but despite holding 5-5 in the
majors bids 2 anyway.  Bob Hamman
replies “Well, it would have been a transfer
in our system, but I don’t think we’re allowed
to play our system in the Individual”.
Laughter all round.  2 made on the nose. 


