
Format and Schedule
Each team (Team Europe & Team USA) has
twelve players and a non-playing captain, as in the
Ryder Cup golf match. For the bridge, nobody sits
out so there are always six tables in play: three
with Europe sitting North-South (E1-3) and three
with USA North-South (U1-3). There are three
separate events:  Pairs, Teams, and Individual.
Pairs: Each of the six pairs on Team Europe is
drawn to compare with a particular pair on Team
USA. They will meet each of the other five pairs
of the opposing team but not the pair with whom
they compare, who always sit in the corresponding
seats at the matching table. All five sets of the
pairs will take place on Monday.
Teams: The captain puts the six pairs into three
teams. The team-mates of a pair sitting North-
South sit East-West at the matching table. They
meet each of the 3 opposing teams for two sets.
This takes all Tuesday and half Wednesday.
Individual: Each player on Team Europe is drawn
to compare with a particular player on Team USA.
A player does not meet the player with whom he or
she compares. That player will always be in the
same seat at the corresponding table. Each player
partners the 11 other members of his team for one
short set, meeting various combinations of the
opposing team. In every case the four individuals
at one table have their corresponding opponent
sitting in the same seat at the matching table.
Four sets will be played on Wednesday
afternoon and the remainder on Thursday.
Scoring
In Louisville one commentator called the scoring
more difficult to comprehend than Special
Relativity. Now, with two small changes* and a
clearer way of describing  what  is  going  on,  all
should become understandable (I hope!).
On every deal a table compares only with the
matching table where the corresponding players
are seated. Just as with one hole of golf, the score
on the deal is compared at the two tables and
recorded as win, lose or draw for Europe or USA
(bridge-players call this point-a-board scoring).
Each set of deals makes a match, also recorded as
win, lose or draw for Europe or USA. As with the
golf, the margin of the win in the match is
irrelevant. As there are three pairs of tables
comparing, every set has three match results.
In the Individual each set is of just six deals. To
avoid half points each match has 2 Buffett points

at stake (2 for a win, 1 for a draw) i.e. for 11 sets
with 3 matches in each set the total number of
Buffett points at stake is 66.
As the Pairs (11 deals per set) and Teams (14 deals
per set) are longer, 4 Buffett points are at stake in
each set. For the Pairs there are 5 sets, 3 matches
per set, and 4 points per match, so 60 points at
stake. For the Teams, there are 6 sets (covering a
day and a half), 3 matches per set and 4 points per
match, so 72 Buffett points at stake.
The total of Buffett points over four days is 198.
When a team reaches 100 points, it has won the
Trophy. If the scores are tied on 99 each, Europe,
who won the trophy in Louisville, will retain it.
* The changes are i) match awards are half those

in Louisville and ii) Team award rounded up to
avoid the half-points seen in Louisville.

The Editorial team
We thought the players, might like to know who’s
writing about them, so here are a few facts:
Julian Pottage hardly needs any
introduction. Author of The Bridge
Player’s Bible and many other bridge
works, Julian saw the light in 2005
and moved to Wales. Things you
didn’t know about Julian: member
of Golden Retriever Club of Wales;
shares his name with a Roman stew
of wheat, mashed lamb's brains and minced meat
(Pultes Iulianae); only the fact that he lives in the
Newton half of the village of Newton-Nottage (and
his residence is a bungalow) spoils the felicitous
description “Pottage in a cottage in Nottage”.

Laura Woodruff is a genuine Taff,
born in Cardiff, and the Welsh Bridge
Union’s chief typesetter. She works
as a Housing Officer for a local
Council. Things you didn’t know
about Laura: took up knitting at the
age of 49; flunked out of Cambridge
after 1 year (unlike Julian, who graduated); Omar
Sharif once admired her legs in a bar in Maastricht.
Mike Tedd is retired Vice-Principal of
Aberystwyth University and a Wales
international. Things you didn’t
know about Mike: was chairman of
the Welsh Advisory Committee on
Telecommunications; has a namesake in Atlanta
who works for Wells Fargo; once won a pair of
return tickets to Manchester in an Arriva Trains
Wales competition.


