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Bridge column by Tanna Hirsch

12" Jan 2012

Dealer : South NORTH
Vul : Both 41075
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South | West North East
2 Club | Pass 2 Diamond | Pass

2 Heart | Pass 3 Heart Pass

4 Heart | All Pass

Opening lead: Jack of ¢+

Counting your tricks is well and good.

Making sure you can take them is even more important. Consider this
deal from a club rubber bridge game.

Despite the eight-card heart fit, with two balanced hands three no
trump is often the better contract.

Here, however, the lure of 150 for honors was too much to resist, and
declarer elected to play four hearts.

West led the jack of diamonds.

Declarer ducked in dummy, East won with the king and returned a
diamond, declarer winning the queen.

Unfortunately, there was no entry to dummy's ace of diamonds, so
that card withered on the vine as declarer ended up with nine tricks.

Could South have done better?

The opening lead marks West for the ten of diamonds. All declarer
needs to get home is to unblock the queen of diamonds under the
king at trick one!

As the cards lie, declarer now has two diamond tricks by finessing the
nine and need only force out the ace of spades to come to 10 tricks.

Read more: http://www.stltoday.com/entertainment/bridge-column-

for-jan/article Obc2b071-cd49-5566-9781-
373259a9964e.html#ixzz1jJATZy9b
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