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Bridge column by Tanna Hirsch

17" August 2011
Dealer : South NORTH
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South | West North East
1 Heart | 1 Spade | 2 Heart | 4 Spade
5 Heart | All Pass

Opening lead: Ten of &

If possible, choose to lose your tricks at an opportune time. It might be
crucial to winning or losing your contract.

A competitive auction ended with South bidding five hearts. There is an
old precept that the five-level belongs to your opponents, but East-West
were wise to sell out for another reason. Even if the sacrifice cost only
300 points, North-South would still have another chance to win the
rubber!

East won the opening lead with the ace of spades, noting declarer's king,
and shifted to his singleton diamond. Declarer won with the ace, cashed
the ace of trumps and, when both defenders followed focused his
attention on avoiding a diamond loser. That could be accomplished if the
defender with the remaining high trump also held no more than two
diamonds.

The king, ace and queen of clubs were cashed, declarer discarding a
diamond from hand. Next, a spade was ruffed in the closed hand and the
ace of diamonds was played off, revealing the 4-1 split. East chose not to
ruff the high diamond, but that only postponed the inevitable by a trick.
Declarer exited with a trump and East was helpless. Left with nothing but
black cards, no matter which card East returned declarer could ruff in
hand while discarding the table's remaining diamond. Since dummy was
now down to nothing but trumps, declarer claimed the rest of the tricks.

Read more: http://www.stltoday.com/entertainment/article df2cb11b-
ac72-5c02-aeb5-1¢c213da796f9.htmi#tixzz1VI4hKnVe
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