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Bridge column by Tanna Hirsch

17" Jan 2012

Dealer : South NORTH
Vul : Both «QJ9
v52
+8432
#AQ65
WEST EAST
24107432 saKS8
v8643 vyKJ107
+Q7 +K1065
K8 1093
SOUTH
4A65
vAQ9
¢+AJ9
&3J742
South | West North | East
1 NT | Pass 2 NT | Pass
3 NT | All Pass

Opening lead: Three of

Possession of three aces made the South hand worth a full maximum
no trump so, when North invited game, South was happy to bid one.
All that remained was to bring it home after the spade opening lead.

The three of spades was covered with the queen and king and taken
with the ace. The obvious first move by declarer was to lead a club
and take the finesse, which won.

Declarer cashed the ace of clubs and when the king dropped, South's
trick total was up to eight.

There is no hurry to take the heart finesse. Should it lose, the contract
might be in jeopardy.

Correct is to lead a low diamond from the table and finesse the nine!
When that loses to the queen, declarer has an extra chance — a
second diamond finesse.

West can do no better than continue with a spade. Dummy'’s nine is
finessed.

When that holds, declarer reverts to diamonds, finessing the jack and,
when that wins, continues with the ace.

When the king doesn't drop, West showing out, declarer cashes all his
winners, reducing all hands to three cards and ending in dummy.

Declarer knows one of East's cards is the king of diamonds and so the
defender can hold only two hearts.

Declarer takes the heart finesse and, when the king and jack drop,
declarer's nine becomes his 12th trick.

Read more: http://www.stltoday.com/entertainment/bridge-column-
for-jan/article 397a3f0a-c79a-57a8-9518-

2ef1a8099c91.htmi#ixzz1jhGU9kbz
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