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Bridge column by Tanna Hirsch 

19th Jan 2012  

Dealer : South 
Vul : Both 

NORTH 
♠ A 7 
♥ 10 6 3 

♦ K Q 10 9 
♣ K Q 10 2 

 

WEST 
♠ J 10 9 4 2 
♥ A 7 5 

♦ 7 6 4 3 
♣ 8 

 EAST 
♠ K 8 5 
♥ K J 9 2 

♦ 8 
♣ J 9 7 6 4 

 SOUTH  
♠ Q 6 3 
♥ Q 8 4 

♦ A J 5 2 
♣ A 5 3 

 

 

South West North East 

1 Diamond Pass 2 Club Pass 

2 NT Pass 3 NT All Pass 

    

 

 

Opening lead:  Jack of ♠ 

 

 

 

Most defenders are reluctant to play high cards seemingly willy-nilly. 
However, there are times when the sacrifice of a high card is essential 
if you want to defeat the contract. Suppose you are East on this deal 
and partner leads the jack of spades against three no trump. 

The lead of the jack marks declarer with the queen of spades, so 
declarer has two stoppers in the suit. It looks as if declarer can score 
enough tricks in the minor suits before partner can regain the lead to 
defeat the contract. If that is so, it is vital that you attack hearts 
immediately, so you rise with the king and shift. Which heart do you 
return? 

Suppose you shift to a low heart. Declarer will duck and, if West wins 
the ace, his spades wither on the vine and declarer's queen of hearts 
becomes a stopper. The solution to your problem is pretty simple — 
return the knave of hearts! This play ''surrounds" dummy's ten of 
hearts with your king-nine. If declarer covers with the queen, partner 
will win with the ace and return a heart, allowing you to score three 
more heart tricks and defeat the contract one trick. 

Appropriately enough, you will find this play in the Bridge 
Encyclopedia under ''Surround Play." 

 
 
 
 
 
Read more: http://www.stltoday.com/entertainment/bridge-column-
for-jan/article_4e8f6e8b-bbc9-5c94-8e14-
ae7b4d338f6d.html#ixzz1jvJlJWVN 
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