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Bridge column by Tanna Hirsch 

26th July 2011 

Dealer : East 
Vul : N-S 

NORTH 

♠ 7 

♥ K Q 10 4 2 

♦ K 3 

♣ 10 9 7 4 3 

 

WEST 

♠ 9 8 5 2 

♥ 9 6 3 

♦ A Q 9 6 2 

♣ 5 

 EAST 

♠ 4 

♥ A J 8 5 

♦ J 7 4 

♣ A K Q 8 2 

 SOUTH  

♠ A K Q J 10 6 3 

♥7  

♦ 10 8 5 

♣ J 6 

 

 

South West North East 
-- -- -- 2 Club 
2 Spade Pass 3 Heart Pass 

3 Spade All Pass   
 

 

Opening lead:  Five of ♣ 

 

 

                                                                                                                        
Ask any expert what is the most difficult aspect of the game, and the 
answer will be defense. This stellar example is from a championship 
match in Sweden. 

Systemically, East's two-club opening bid was either a six-card or longer 
suit or, specifically, five clubs and a four-card major. The rest of the 
auction was natural, and West attacked with his singleton in partner's 
suit. 

When declarer followed to two rounds of clubs, the whole hand was an 
open book and West played as if the cards were made of glass. East had 
to have five clubs and four hearts, so declarer was marked with a 7-1-3-2 
distribution. West knew how to defeat the hand, but could not be sure 
that his partner had the same information. 

To avoid partner making an error, West ruffed the second club and 
shifted to a low diamond! Declarer rose with the king in dummy and took 
his best shot by leading the king of hearts from dummy, but East was 
alert. He won the trick with the ace and reverted to diamonds. West took 
the queen, and sealed declarer's fate by returning the nine of spades, 
and the table was dead. West could sit back and take the setting trick 
with the ace of diamonds. 

So many bidding gimmicks can help a pair in settling on the best 
contract. The trouble is that they give the same information to the 
defense, and anything they say can be used against them.  

 
Read more: http://www.stltoday.com/entertainment/article_261cb908-
504f-5fde-82ea-fc47b25fb15b.html#ixzz1TCJkvkzA 
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