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Bridge column by Tanna Hirsch

2" December 2011

Dealer : West NORTH
Vul : Both «4Q9632
vJ
+AK3
*#AQ43
WEST EAST
+KJ10 a74
vyK97632 vyA105
+Q92 +10654
& K 10987
SOUTH
«A85
vQ84
+J87
&J652
South West North East
- 1 Heart | X Pass
1 Spade | 2 Heart | X Pass
3 Spade | Pass 4 Spade | All Pass

Opening lead: Six of v

Put yourself in declarer's place on this deal from a recent Far East
Championship. You have reached four spades with South as declarer and
receive the lead of a low heart, covered by the jack and taken by the ace. East
returns a trump, you play low and West's king wins. Back comes the jack of
trumps. How do you continue?

At the table, declarer won in dummy with the queen, came to hand with the ace
of trumps, and led a club, picking off West's singleton king. Declarer cashed a
trump, discarding a club, and the table's last spade, sluffing a heart from hand,
and the queen and jack of clubs.

These shenanigans reduced West to the king of hearts and Q 9 2 of diamonds,
so declarer exited with the queen of hearts, and West was forced to lead away
from his queen of diamonds into declarer's combined K J tenace. Four spades
bid and made!

Read more: http://www.stltoday.com/entertainment/bridge-column-for-
dec/article_a528e834-4414-5d10-95f8-241d16ded81c.htmi#ixzz1fMphQ2LE
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