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Bridge column by Tanna Hirsch

4™ August 2011
Dealer : South NORTH
Vul : None 4542
vJ42
¢+AK93
&864
WEST EAST
«aK98 46
v1098 v7653
+J74 +Q1082
«J973 #K1052
SOUTH
«AQJ107
3
vAKQ
+65
&AQ
South West North East
2Club | Pass 2 Diamond | Pass
2 Spade | Pass 3 Spade Pass
4 Club Pass 4 Diamond | Pass

4 Heart | Pass

5 Diamond | Pass

6 Spade | All Pass

Opening lead: Ten of v

Follow the bidding and play. Did anyone err? If so, who and when?

North's two-diamond response to partner's two-club opening was a
waiting bid and the spade raise confirmed positive values. The raise was
eminently correct. There was a known eight-card or better fit and the
South hand rated to be unbalanced.

West led the ten of hearts, won perforce in the closed hand. Declarer
crossed to the king of diamonds, led a spade and finessed the queen.
West followed in tempo with the eight. Declarer returned to dummy with a
diamond, led another spade and was shocked to see East's diamond
discard. There was no way declarer could avoid losing a trick to each
black king — down one. What is your verdict?

First, credit West with superlative defense by holding up the king of
spades for one round. Had the defender not done so, declarer would
have used his second entry to dummy to take the club finesse, and the
slam would have been home. As was evident, the 'success" of the trump
finesse did not guarantee the contract.

The first item on the agenda must be to determine the outcome of the
club finesse. If it wins, declarer is playing for an overtrick. If it loses,
declarer can use the second diamond for a trump finesse, and the slam
still comes home if East has a doubleton king. South must get a charge
and our sympathy.

Read more: http://www.stltoday.com/entertainment/article 9a5e8b10-
c9cc-561a-b40d-b8e079d0142a.htmli#ixzz1U36TLVBL
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