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Bridge column by Tanna Hirsch 

Thursday 5th Jan 2012 

Dealer : North 
Vul : Both 

NORTH 

♠ A 8 

♥ A 9 6 3 

♦ K 7 5 4 

♣ J 7 2 

 

WEST 

♠ 6 4 

♥ 8 2 

♦ Q J 10 6 2 

♣ Q 10 8 5 

 EAST 

♠ 9 5 3 2 

♥ 10 7 5 4 

♦ A 9 8 3 

♣ 6 

 SOUTH  

♠ K Q J 10 7 

♥ K Q J 

♦ Void 

♣ A K 9 4 3 

 

 

North East South West 

1 Diamond Pass 2 Spade Pass 

2 NT Pass 3 Club Pass 

3 NT Pass 4 Club Pass 

5 Club Pass 6 C;ub All Pass 
 

 

Opening lead:  Queen of ♦ 

 

 

As was their wont, the Great Detective and his amanuensis, Dr. 
Watson, were relaxing in the living room at 221B Baker Street 
after dinner and a game of bridge at the club. The good doctor 
was still amazed at Holmes' skill on a slam hand. 

"I still don't see why you didn't lose two trump tricks," 
remarked Watson. "Why didn't West make two trump tricks?" 

"Elementary, my dear Watson," replied Holmes. "As long as 
West held at least two cards in each red suit, the slam was 
laydown" He scribbled the hand on a piece of paper and passed 
it to Watson. 

"I ruffed the opening lead in my hand and cashed the ace and 
king of trumps, discovering the break. I entered dummy with 
the ace of hearts, ruffed diamond and cashed the king of hearts 
and started running spades. 

"If West ruffed low at any point, I would overruff in dummy 
then return to hand and continue to play winners. If West ruffs 
high and returns a diamond, I ruff in hand and continue to play 
spades, neutralizing his remaining trump!" 

 
 
 
 
 
Read more: http://www.stltoday.com/entertainment/bridge-
column-for-jan/article_8321eab0-1d9c-5406-a1c8-
ef8285cc61ed.html#ixzz1iZ2m6v00 
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