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Bridge column by Tanna Hirsch 

7th December 2011  

Dealer : East 
Vul : Both 

NORTH 
♠ 7 2 
♥ A 9 5 
♦ A 10 6 3 
♣ K Q 8 4 

 

WEST 
♠ J 9 6 
♥ Q J 10 7 6 3 
♦ Q 8 
♣ 9 5 

 EAST 
♠ K 5 
♥ K 2 
♦ K 7 4 
♣ A J 10 7 6 2 

 SOUTH  
♠ A Q 10 8 4 3 
♥ 8 4 
♦ J 9 5 2 
♣ 3 

 

 

South West North East 
   2 Club 

Pass 2 Heart Pass Pass 

2 Spade Pass 2 NT Pass 
3 Diamond Pass 3 Heart Pass 

3 Spade Pass 4 Spade All Pass 

 

 

Opening lead:  Queen of ♥ 

 

 

 

We continue with another deal from a national team-of-four championship. At 
both tables the final contract was four spades and at one the opening lead was 
the nine of clubs, covered by the queen and taken with the ace. The jack was 
returned to the king. That gave declarer time to discard a heart and take two 
finesses, in spades and diamonds. Four spades bid and made. 
 
At the other table East-West were playing a forcing club system so the opening 
two-club bid was the equivalent of a normal one club opening. West attacked 
with the queen of hearts. Declarer ducked, and West switched to a club, 
covered by the king and won with the ace. 
 
Back came the king of hearts, and taken with the ace. Declarer now tried a 
spade to the ten and knave. 
 
That gave West the opportunity to play a third heart, which East ruffed with the 
king and, whether declarer overruffed or discarded, he had to lose a total of five 
tricks — down two! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read more: http://www.stltoday.com/entertainment/bridge-column-for-

dec/article_ea5d5326-d3f3-5c21-85c8-4951eeaaf4c6.html#ixzz1fqA1qgnd 
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