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Bridge column by Tanna Hirsch

9™ August 2011
Dealer : West NORTH
Vul : N-S aAS54
v2
¢AK98754
LK
WEST EAST
&9 4KQJ83
v953 v764
+QlJ6 +1032
#A109765 643
SOUTH
410762
vyAKQJ108
4 Void
»KQ2
South | West North East
-- 3 Club | 3 Diamond | 3 Spade
5 Heart | Pass 6 Diamond | Pass
6 Heart | All Pass

Opening lead: Nine of &

This deal is from the 1957 National Championships.
Sitting South was Charles J. Solomon of Philadelphia.
Can six hearts be made?

West's offbeat three-club opening bid wreaked havoc with the auction
and drove South to a poor slam.

Declarer won the opening lead in dummy and, after considerable
thought, found a lie that offered play.

All it required was for West to have specifically a singleton spade, three
diamonds and the ace of clubs!

Declarer won the opening lead in dummy with the ace, cashed the ace
and king of diamonds and discarded the king and queen of clubs from
hand!

Next declarer ruffed a diamond and, when the suit broke favorably,
setting up dummy's long cards in the suit, declarer could virtually claim
the slam.

Trumps were drawn, declarer discarding dummy's spade losers, and a
club was led toward the jack.

No matter what West did, the jack of clubs was going to be an entry to
dummy's good clubs for declarer to discard his three losing spades.

Just another routine slam!

Read more: http://www.stltoday.com/entertainment/article b305e691-
a790-502e-a5f6-f9e68b31dcb2.html#ixzz1 UWZV8wgh
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